ADOPTED – APRIL 9, 2024

AGENDA ITEM NO. 17
Introduced by the Human Services and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE A CONTRACT WITH STOCKBRIDGE AREA SENIOR CENTER FOR OPERATING EXPENSES

RESOLUTION #24 – 176
WHEREAS, in 2019, a Stockbridge community team known as FOCL (Faith and Other Community Leaders) was formed to identify priority services aimed at enhancing the overall health and well-being of the Stockbridge community; and

WHEREAS, among the identified priorities was the crucial need for "Providing Access to Services and Activities for Seniors," recognizing the significance of catering to the senior population within the Stockbridge service area; and

WHEREAS, the Stockbridge service area encompasses a population of approximately 18,000 residents, as per the latest US Census data, with an estimated 3,500-5,000 seniors aged over 60 years, thus emphasizing the substantial need for services tailored to the aging demographic; and

WHEREAS, the rural nature of the Stockbridge service area, coupled with its low population density, a poverty level of approximately 24%, and a significant aging population, highlights the critical importance of services provided by a senior center in promoting the mental and physical wellness of its residents; and

WHEREAS, in 2021, the US Human Resource and Services Administration (HRSA) designated this area as "mental health and medically underserved," further underscoring the necessity for accessible and comprehensive services for the senior population; and

WHEREAS, in 2020, M. Owen, then-director of the Tri-County Agency on Aging, highlighted that only 184 individuals in this area received specialized senior services beyond "Meals-On-Wheels," indicating a significant gap in service provision and a pressing need for expanded support for seniors in this rural region; and

WHEREAS, the establishment of the Stockbridge Area Senior Center (SASC) in 2021, through the collaborative efforts of Stockbridge Township, the Chelsea Senior Center, and the Michigan Health Endowment Fund, marked a significant milestone in addressing the needs of seniors within the community; and

WHEREAS, the SASC, since its inception in 2022, has been providing essential and critical services to residents of six Michigan townships, namely Stockbridge, White Oak, Bunkerhill, Henrietta, Waterloo, and Unadilla, which serve as rural extensions intersecting low population-density and low-income areas across Ingham, Jackson, Livingston, and Washtenaw counties; and

WHEREAS, despite its regional significance and vital role in serving a diverse and underserved population, the Stockbridge Area Senior Center often faces challenges in securing adequate funding and resources due to its location spanning multiple counties and being overlooked during traditional funding allocations.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes a one-year contract, effective upon execution not to exceed $87,464 from the fund balance of the elder services millage to stabilize the core expenditures of the Stockbridge Area Senior Center and ensure the continued operation and sustainability of the Center, as follows:

POSITION


HRS/WK
RATE/HR
BENEFITS
AMOUNT/YR.


PERSONNEL

1. DIRECTOR

36

$20/hr.

@25%

$34,560 

($720/wk.; $2,880/mo.);
$8,640

$43,200


2. MEAL/SITE 

COORDINATOR
20 hrs./wk.


(10 hrs.@)
$18/hr.;
None

$180/wk.; $720/mo.; 



$ 8,640


(10 hrs. @ $3/hr. 

paid by TCOA.) 

None

3. BOOKKEEPER
15 hrs./mo.
$20

None

$ 3,600

4. ADMIN.

ASSISTANT 

16/wk.

$18






$288/wk.; $1,152/mo.;
None

$13,824

NON-PERSONNEL

5. ANNUAL AUDIT






$ 5,000

6. HEALTH DEPT LICENSING




$   700

7. UTILITIES







$ 5,000

8. INSURANCE







$ 1,500

9. FIDUCIARY STIPEND 

until SASC’S own 501c3 status is approved



$ 6,000

TOTAL























$87,464

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Controller/Administrator is authorized to make any necessary budget adjustments consistent with this resolution. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairperson of the Board of Commissioners is hereby authorized to sign any necessary contract documents consistent with this resolution, after review and approval as to form by the County Attorney. 

HUMAN SERVICES:  Yeas:  Cahill, Tennis, Trubac, Morgan, Peña, Pawar, Ruest

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  04/01/2024
FINANCE:  Yeas:  Grebner, Morgan, Tennis, Polsdofer, Lawrence, Johnson, Maiville

          Nays:  Sebolt     Absent:  None     Approved  04/03/2024
